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The third and final exhibition of work by
a visiting artist in our 2004 fall program,
the Anderson Gallery is pleased to
present Kendall Buster's Model! City. In
this installation, Buster continues her
study of the biologic at architectural
scales, placing Model City somewhere
along the disappearing line between
disciplines.

In this installation, as in a wide
range of Buster's work, sculpture and
surface are conflated as the boundary
between environment and installation
piece necessarily falls away. What is an
undulating surface from one angle is
eventually revealed to be just one
plane of a three-dimensional form. This
same seamltess three-dimensional form,
under scrutiny, is found to be an illusion
created of many smaller pieces. Highly
crafted, it is only at the seams, joints,
horizons, and marginal spaces of
Buster's sculpture that these divisions
become distinguishable and malleable
at once.

Model City would not have been
possible without the help of many
hands. We are especially grateful to
Kendall Buster and her husband, artist
Siemon Allen, for their enthusiasm and
dedication in the installation of this
exhibit and for designing this brochure.
Special thanks to Angela White and
Miriam Ewers for their invaluable help.
We also thank the Department of Art &
Design for their ongoing support and
warmth in making Kendall Buster and
Siemon Allen a true part of the
University during their short visit here.
Special thanks are due to Professor
John Fender for overseeing our
publications; to Asya Mikhailenko,
curatorial assistant, for her tireless work
promoting our visiting artists; to Paula
Crawford for the insightful essay
included in this guide; to Emily
McMahon for editorial assistance; and
to Lisa Lacher for media relations
support. Additionally, we would like to
recognize those who work at the
Anderson Gallery, particularly gallery
assistants Erick Borg, Emily Lysen,
Meridith Tenney, Lindsey Thomas, and
Angela Warren.

Finally, our heartfelt thanks to those
funding this installation. Without the
support of the Jules Kirschenbaum
Anderson Gallery Fund, Model City
would not have been possible.

Nora Wendl, Director

Celis (Subferrain), 2002
view from above

Cells (Subterrain), 2002
view from below

Parabiosis II, 2003
view from below

Parabiosis 11, 2003
view from above

BIOGRAPHY

Kendall Buster first studied microbiology
and received a BS degree in Medical
Technology at the University of
Alabama before pursuing an
education in art. She earned a BFA
degree from the Corcoran School of
Art in Washington, DC and an MFA in
Sculpture from Yale University, as well as
participating in the Whitney Museum
Independent Study Studio Program in
New York City.

Her work has been exhibited in
numerous venues including the
Hirshhorn Museum, the Kreeger
Museum and FUSEBOX in Washington
DC; the Mattress Factory in Pittsburgh;
the Kemper Museum in Kansas City; the
Fabric Workshop in Philadelphia; Artists
Space in New York City; the Bahnhoff
Westend in Berlin; and the NSA in
Durban, South Africa.

Buster was recently interviewed on
NPR's Morning Edifion as part of a series
on art and science. She is an Associate
Professor in the Department of
Sculpture and Extended Media at
Virginia Commonwealth University in
Richmond, Virginia.
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